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Asha is a wonderful word meaning hope in many Indian languages. When a baby is born and as he goes through
his first stages of life into childhood, he is hopeful. He lives in an innocent world where he can be whatever he
wishes to be ... an astronaut, a music director, a super hero. But for some children in India, this hope is dashed
by harsh reality, the reality of life where daily bread is a struggle and school is a distant luxury. Asha-Purdue is
trying to bring that hope back in its own small way, one child at a time. How small is small? For just $20 a
month, we can support the entire educational expense of a child in one of our projects. In the grand scheme of
things, in the scheme of 400 million children in India, our work means little. But for that one child who is getting
educated, who is learning that life may have its deprivations, but is not empty of hope, that work means a lot.
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Empowerment is a grand word and like many grand words, means little to me. But in this effort of Asha Purdue
that we all have been a part of, I feel that we ourselves have been empowered. We do not have to passively read depressing stories about
India any more. We can do something about it, again in a miniscule way compared to the magnitude of the issue. But we can be an active
warrior in this effort, and we will continue to be. Be there with us, through your ideas and through your actions.

Prof. Saurabh Bagchi
Advisor, Asha Purdue Chapter
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MANESE

Manasa is a non-profit organization lo-
cated in Hyderabad, India working for the
welfare and integration of the intellectually
challenged by implementing various pro-
grams for their development. It all started in
1991 with the initiative of few responsible
mothers with a vision to create an adoptive
and inclusive society for the better living of
the differently-abled. The main objective of
this project is to provide necessary training
and rehabilitation to children with disabili-
ties such as cerebral palsy, visual impair-
ment, hearing impairment, slower learning
capabilities and other physical or learning
disabilities. They currently have 57 chil-
dren and 10 teachers.

In 2011, we sponsored $6000 to Manasa to
help them meet their educational expenses.
From conference calls and a site visit we
were pleased to see the funds being prop-
erly utilized for construction purposes of
the new school building. In 2012 our com-
mittee decided on further disbursal of
$6000 for supporting six months salaries of
the teachers.

We visited the school in January 2013 and
the experience was a memorable one; the
students were very enthusiastic and excited
to interact with us. They had varied inter-
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-ests  like  music,
dance, photography
etc. A group of 4 stu-
dents performed a
dance and their enthu-
siasm was infectious.
One student recited
shlokas, two others
recited some rhymes
and another student
learnt to use a DSLR
camera from us and
took some photographs of the class.

Some of them knew to sign their names and
they signed a “Thank You™ card for Asha
Purdue as a token of their gratitude. The
teachers were very patient, well trained,
well versed in the special teaching method-
ologies and highly motivated to make a
positive change in the lives of these chil-
dren. Manasa submitted another proposal
for supporting the salaries of their four
teachers for the academic year 2013-2014,
Seeing the great progress made by this proj-
ect Asha Purdue chapter approved the pro-
posal and the first installment of $3000 was
sent in May 2013, The project’s progress
will be reviewed for the next six months
before disbursal of another $3000.
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1. Manasa students reciting rhiymes during
site visit in January 2013.

2. Students and faculty participating in 5K
run in Hyderabad, India.

For more information : https://www.ashanet.org/
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DIKSHA

Diksha KHEL (Knowledge Hubs for Edu-
cation and Learning) Patna project, a joint
mitiative of Alok Charitable Trust and
Diksha Foundation, came into being in De-
cember 2010. The project mainly caters to
children between 6 to 14 years of age who
belong to underprivileged communities, in-
cluding those sidelined from society on
basis of caste. Benefiting children who are
cither school dropouts for various reasons
or who have never been to schools, Diksha
prepares them with primary education and
makes them ready to join government
schools again. They are experimenting with
usage of mass media through computers and
tablets for classroom education.

Asha Purdue Chapter funded $3350 to
Diksha’s Patna center in March 2012 for
setting up a computer lab. In July 2012, we
visited the facility and interacted with the
children. Running in a 3 room rented house
the facility appears small but is full of life.
Activities involve basic literacy and nu-
meric classes, sports, education regarding
child rights and cultural activities. With the
new computer lab, children loved spending
time on the computer, and their favorite ap-
plication was drawing on MS paint.

Diksha Patna center sub-
mitted another proposal to
their recurring
expenses for 2013. Our
committee approved this
proposal and the first in-
stallment of $4000 was
sent in April 2013 which
will be reviewed after 6
months. Diksha is also ac-
tively participating in the
Education Portal initiative

sponsor

of Asha Purdue.
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dren using MS
Paint to draw.

2. A kid doing
Google  search
on Kindle Fire.

For more information : https://www.ashanet.org

EDUCATION PORTAL

The Education Portal is a unique initiative
of Asha Purdue Chapter which aims to
supplement the educational needs of de-
prived children of India. With the Indian
Republic now home to almost half of the
world’s illiterate, the vast majority of whom
are children, there is an urgent need to
expand the educational infrastructure of the
country. However, the road to universal lit-
eracy is full of almost insurmountable ob-
stacles, such as the inability of the nation to
provide all its children with access to educa-
tional materials, and simultaneously ensur-
ing that the educational materials they con-
sume are tailored to their specific needs and
are of a sufficiently high standard.

The Education Portal was started with the
request made by Diksha in September 2012
for electronic educational content so that
they could put their Asha funded computer
lab to better use. Asha Purdue chapter en-
thusiastically took up the challenge and
soon Asha Volunteers had a project team up
and running to define and achieve the

project’s  objec-
tives. The activi-
ties involve col-
lecting, sorting,
rating, enhancing
and creating edu-
cational  content
suitable for the
socio-economi-
cally challenged
child population
of India. The final
aim of the project
is to produce a
portal where these
educational  re-
sources could be
easily  searched,
rated and shared.

oject is to produce
a portal where
these educational
resources could be
easily  searched,
rated and shared.

Asha Purdue’s

€ducation Portal Project
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3. Screenshot of Education Portal Project website.

\ \ Aninvestment in knowledge pays the
best interest.

Banjamin Franklin

For more information: https://sites.google.com/site/ashapurdueeduportal/
Page 2

Ashavani, Issue-1  July 2013




Evel'l‘ls and some fun |

Asha for Education — Purdue Chapter put
up a grand cultural show “TARANG” on
8th September. The show was based on the
theme 'Asha Magic'- the tale of how a few
committed people weaved magic into the
lives of thousands of children and empow-
ered them by providing education. The per-
formances for the day comprised of a spe-
cial blend of dances, skits, vocal and instru-
mental renditions to celebrate the realiza-
tion of a child’s dream.

The show opened with an invocation by
Navya Tarikere followed by a splendid
dance performance by kids from Indian
Women Association (IWA). The perfor-
mance by Indian Classical Music Associa-
tion at Purdue (ICMAP), carnatic vocal per-
formance by Rohith Chandrasekhar, a solo
piano performance by Atish Parekh and a
musical fusion by a fresh Indian fusion band
created an unforgettable musical extrava-
ganza. TARANG also featured a scintillatng
dance performance by the Purdue Salsa club

and an energetic Bollywood dance fusion by
the Purdue Indian Dance Club (PIDC). The
audience was exposed to different styles of
Indian dance from late 70’s to the present in
a mesmerizing Bollywood dance medley by
Team Asha. The event concluded with a mu-
sical skit performed by Asha volunteers
throwing light on the issues faced by under-
privileged children in India and how one
can play a part in enriching their lives with
education. The impeccably organized event
was greatly appreciated by the audience
with deafening applause as Team Asha
bowed down to mark the end of the show!!
TARANG was a resounding success with
over 200 people coming together to enjoy a
memorable evening filled with music,
smiles and the sheer pleasure of bringing
joy to the lives of others !!

1. Classical performance by ICMAP.

2. Performance by IWA kids.

3. Dance performance by Purdue Salsa.

4. Bollywood dance medley by Team Asha.

Follow our activities on Facebook: search ‘Asha Purdue Chapter’

Global fest is an annual event at Morton
Community Center organised by the City of
West Lafayette. This event is a celebration
of West Lafayette's many cultures with
ethnic food, imported handcrafts, free enter-
tainment, and cultural booths. In this event,
Asha Purdue organizes a food stall display-
ing traditional Indian food. This event is
great fundraiser through food sales. Some of
the most popular food items are mango
lassi, tandoori chicken and veg biryani.
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